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Time and Privacy



Time is a Tricky Thing

“The past is a foreign country: they do
things differently there”

L. P. Hartley

“The past is not dead. It's not even
past”

William Faulkner
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“Forgetting thus affords us a
second chance, individually
and as a society, to rise above
our past mistakes and

misdeeds, to accept that
humans change over time.”

Viktor Mayer-Schonberger
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Forgetting and Remembering

» For all of human history,

forgetting was the default,
and remembering required
great effort

» Now, remembering is the

default. Forgetting

(deleting data) is extremely
ditficult




Accessibility to the Past

With search engines and timelines, past information
becomes more and more accessible
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Willingness to Share
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“I would like
the status to be
seen 1n my
timeline”

epoch
~——a)0-1years
- b)1-2years
-~ C) 2+ years

- d)0 -2+ years

Q
©
L
(7))
O
-—
(7))
n
)
c
(®)]
£

2é0 560 7éO 1OIOO
Time since publishing the information (in days)
Users are less willing to share aged information in online social networks. Linear
mixed model analysis:
Epoch 1 -2 years: 3=-0.303, t=-1.958, p<0.052
Epoch 2+ years: =-0.421, t=-2.660, p<0.008
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The Spectrum of Temporal Access
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The Right to be Forgotten

» EU Reg art 17 right to be forgotten

» Erasure & abstention from further dissemination

SEARCH

New options for removing your
personally identifiable information

from Search

m Michelle Chang
Global Policy Lead for Search

Privacy and online safety go hand in hand. And when you're using the internet, it's important to have
control over how your sensitive, personally identifiable information can be found.

On Google Search, we already have a set of policies that allow people to request the removal of certain
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